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2.11 BATCH UPDATE SPECIFICATIONS  

Introduction

The batch update programs are used to load to StEPS information keyed in Jeffersonville.  When
batch update processing is run in StEPS, problems or errors in the data are flagged by error codes
generated by the batch update routines.  The types of errors identified can include such things as
invalid values, values out of range, and duplicate inputs.  These error codes, and their associated
error messages, are output on disposition listings which analysts can use to follow-up on and
correct the errors.  While most of the errors identified on these listings need to be investigated by
an analyst, a few of them are used only by certain surveys or survey areas.  Using the Batch
Update Specifications screen, you may suppress printing of some of the disposition listings, if
they are not applicable to your survey.

There are a total of 40 error codes and messages that may be generated as a result of batch update
processing.  At a meeting of survey analysts , it was agreed that 35 of these codes were MUST
and disposition listings must be printed.  The remaining five were deemed OPTIONAL, and
analysts from each survey area could determine whether or not these disposition listings would be
printed.

When you select an error code and message for print suppression, StEPS will update the
parameter file PARMLIB.SURVPARM.  You must have a PARMPRIV = ‘P’ in order to suppress
printing of these listings. 

Specifically, the Batch Update Specifications screen allows you to:

     ' Suppress printing of disposition listings for the five optional error
codes

     '  Restore printing for listings previously suppressed

Clicking help HELP on the p-menu, then selecting “Error Codes and Messages” will display the
complete list of error codes, their corresponding error messages, and whether or not the code is a
MUST or is OPTIONAL.
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Accessing the Screen

The Batch Update Specification screen is accessible through the Survey Specifications module. 

! Click on the SURVEY SPECIFICATIONS button from the StEPS Main Menu.

! Click on the COLLECTION button from the Survey Specifications menu

! Select the “Batch Update Specifications” option to display the following:  

Figure 2.11 Batch Update Specification Screen
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Screen Features

! The Survey, Stat period and date are displayed at the top of the screen.  These fields are not
correctable.

! The “Error Code and Message” box displays those error codes and corresponding messages
for which printing of disposition listings may be suppressed.  

! The “Suppress Printing” box displays those error codes  which have been selected for
suppression of printing.

! The “Apply Corrections (F2)” button saves changes to the parameter file.

!  The “Undo” button clears any proposed changes in the “Suppress Printing” box before they
are applied.

! Specify the default printer for which batch update disposition listings will be printed.  Click on
the picklist (<) option to display a list of printers.  Click on a printer to be selected as the
default printer.

! The “Clear Default printer” button removes the default printer specified for the batch update
disposition listing.

! The “Remove” button removes all batch update suppression parameters from
PARMLIB.SURVPARM.  In this way, it sets printing to “on” for all error codes and
messages. 

2.11.1 SELECTING CODES FOR PRINT SUPPRESSION

! Click on the error code(s) and message(s) you want to suppress in the “Error Code and Message”
box.  This should highlight the code and message (see figure 2.10)

! Transfer the error code to the “Suppress Printing” box by clicking on the   º  between the two
boxes.

NOTE: Only the error “code” will appear in the “Suppress Printing” box after transfer.  The
error “message” is not transferred.

! When you have all the error codes you want suppressed in the “Suppress Printing” box, click on
the “Apply Corrections (F2)” button.

! Click on the “Undo” button to undo everything you have done in the “Suppress Printing” box
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since the last “Apply”.

2.11.2 RESTORING DISPOSITION LISTING PRINTING

To restore printing of an error code and message previously selected for suppression:

! Click on the error code(s) you want to restore in the “Suppress Printing” box. 

! Click on the  » to remove the code from the “Suppress Printing” box.

! Use the “Remove” button if you wish to restore printing for all codes OR if there is only one code
currently identified for suppression and you wish to restore printing of that code.  You cannot
restore printing of a single remaining suppressed error code by using the  » button.

P-Menus

P-Menu Options Function

HELP Batch Update Parameter Help

Error Codes and Messages

WhoamI (F7)

Display Help information on the Batch Update
Specifications screen 
Display list of all error codes and corresponding
error messages
Display user default and systems information 

EDIT Apply Corrections (F2) Update PARMLIB.SURVPARM with options
selected by the user.

EXIT StEPS Main Menu (Home)
Exit (F3)

Exit to StEPS main menu
Exit to previous screen


